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‘Bootleg Islam’ unveiled

Negin Farsad’s one-woman comedy is based on her travels to visit family in Iran

By Nina Metz
Special to the Tribune

“Saturday Night Live” was re-
cently criticized for its over-re-
liance on pop culture material.
Too much Britney Spears, not
enough politics.

The same cannot be said of the
fourth annual Sketchfest, which
wraps up a two-week run Sun-
day evening with the provoca-
tively titled “Bootleg Islam.”
The one-woman show is from
writer-performer Negin Farsad,
a 28-year-old Iranian-American
whose comedy is based on her
travels to Iran.

Born in the Uniteg:l States and

Stewart Collection at Kmart. 1
figured the Muslim clerics
wouldn’t mind 120-thread
count.”

Other family members in Teh-
ran figure prominently in the
show, including an uncle who in-
vites her over one night for a
round of drinks made from bath-
tub gin — technically, the con-
sumption of alcohol is illegal in
Iran though it often happens be-
hind closed doors — and a “clos-
eted-yet-overtly-gay-weddii.s-
planner-cousin.”

Perhaps not surprisingly, Far-
sad’s show has had some detrac-
tors.

The show's Web site has



